
Memo
To:
County Mayors, HHW Representatives, and Solid Waste Directors
From:
Paula Mitchell, HHW Coordinator
CC:
County Technical Assistance Service, Development Districts, TDEC Solid Waste Management Environmental Field Managers, Recycling Marketing Cooperative of Tennessee, Tennessee Solid Waste Director’s Association
Date:
6/10/2010
Re:
New Developments in the Household Hazardous Waste Program
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s Household Hazardous Waste Program is making changes for the coming Fiscal Year and into the future to provide mobile collection service to a greater number of counties and to capture the most hazardous household chemicals throughout the State.  In an effort to achieve this goal the HHW Program will no longer accept paint or electronics at the mobile collection events.  Local governments will be expected to provide regular collection of batteries, oil, paint, antifreeze, and electronics (BOPAE) to be considered for future HHW service.  The minimum requirements to be considered to receive mobile HHW collection service are detailed on the following page.
The State’s contractor will collect oil-based paint only, at fixed locations.  They will continue to provide storage containers, box liners, and milk run pickup service.  This service will continue to be provided at no cost to the County.  Refer to the Household Paint Management Guidance and Policy on TDEC’s Web page for details.  (http://state.tn.us/environment/swm/pdf/paintguidance.pdf)

In Fiscal Year 2010, paint and electronics combined represented a statewide average of 74% by weight and 35% by costs of materials collected and managed at mobile HHW events.  This volume of material requires the mobilization of increased staffing by the contractor and the county, heavy equipment, and additional supplies and resources to adequately manage these wastes at mobile collection events.  Experience indicates that when these two minimally hazardous waste streams are diverted away from the mobile collection events participation and idle times in long lines decrease tremendously.  Reduced participation and shorter traffic lines allow for smaller HHW event sites.   We suggest hosting events at solid waste convenience centers or recycling centers where BOPAE is currently managed by the county.  
Many counties in Tennessee have already established successful collection programs for these materials.  Some counties manage minimally hazardous household materials; including paint, electronics, batteries, used oil, antifreeze, propane cylinders, and more, at convenience centers year-round.  Other counties manage these materials on regularly scheduled collection days and times (e.g. semi-annually, quarterly, and monthly).  Markets exist for electronic equipment whereby it can be managed locally year-round and is revenue neutral or may make money for the county.  

The Household Hazardous Waste Program is available to discuss options that can best meet the needs of each County.  If you would like to participate and need technical assistance in launching a local BOPAE program please contact me at 615-532-9265 or by email at paula.mitchell@tn.gov for more information.   We will solicit HHW requests for the fall season at a later date. 
Minimum Requirements to Receive HHW Collection Service
The following provides an overview of minimum requirements to qualify for an HHW Collection event.  These requirements are established to eliminate the collection of BOPAE materials at mobile events and provide funding for disposal of the most hazardous materials found in households.  A county shall provide regular or year round services directly or by contract, if adequate sites are not otherwise available in the county for the use of the residents of the county.
Alkaline Batteries:  The County may recycle alkaline batteries or educate the public that alkaline batteries no longer contain mercury and therefore may be disposed in their garbage.

Rechargeable Batteries (NiCad, NiMH, LiIon, Zinc, small sealed lead acid):  The County shall provide year round collection and recycling of rechargeable batteries.  The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation and Metal Conversion Technologies offer collection programs at no cost.
Lead Acid Batteries:  Per T.C.A. 68-211-866, “each county shall provide directly, by contract or through a solid waste authority at least one (1) site to receive and store waste tires, used automotive oils and fluids, and lead-acid batteries, if adequate sites are not otherwise available in the county for the use of the residents of the county.”  Lead acid batteries have value and most counties contract with a local battery recycler.
All other batteries shall be managed by the State HHW Contractor at mobile HHW collections.
Used Automotive Oil: Per T.C.A. 68-211-866, “each county shall provide directly, by contract or through a solid waste authority at least one (1) site to receive and store waste tires, used automotive oils and fluids, and lead-acid batteries, if adequate sites are not otherwise available in the county for the use of the residents of the county.”  Well managed used oil collection generates revenue from used oil transporters or provides cost avoidance when collected by the county and burned in used oil heaters.
Used Antifreeze: Per T.C.A. 68-211-866, “each county shall provide directly, by contract or through a solid waste authority at least one (1) site to receive and store waste tires, used automotive oils and fluids, and lead-acid batteries, if adequate sites are not otherwise available in the county for the use of the residents of the county.”  Most used oil transporters provide antifreeze collection at no cost in order to get the used oil also.  Otherwise, antifreeze collection and recycling averages a cost of $35-50 per 55-gallon drum.
Paint: The County shall provide for collections of household latex and oil-based paint.  The county shall manage the latex paint by recycling or solidification, as approved by the Department’s Division of Solid Waste Management Environmental Field Office.  Oil-based paint may be collected at a fixed location and disposed by the State HHW contractor in milk run pick-ups.  Refer to the Household Paint Management Guidance and Policy on the HHW Coordinator’s Web page for details.  (http://state.tn.us/environment/swm/pdf/paintguidance.pdf)

Electronics: The County shall provide scheduled collections of household electronic scrap for recycling.  The equipment to be collected shall include central processing units (CPUs), laptops, cathode ray tubes (CRTs), televisions, flat screen monitors, peripherals, printers, scanners/copiers, fax machines, cell phones, and personal digital assistants.
Markets for each of these materials, as noted above, are provided on the HHW Coordinator’s Web Page (http://state.tn.us/environment/swm/hhw/coordinator.shtml ).
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