
 

 

organized by former 
Senator Bill Frist, is ex-
amining both the 
strengths and chal-
lenges to K-12 educa-
tion in Tennessee in 
hopes of reporting on 
those areas where Ten-
nessee schools are ex-
celling and identifying 
reforms that can pro-
vide the most improve-
ment for our schools.  I 
hope to see you at one 
of these regional meet-
ings.  If you can, please 
let our office know if 
you plan to attend.  
This helps us with plan-
ning.   To register 
online, click here  

The TCCA annual re-
gional dinner meetings 
are about to begin. 
These meetings, held 
across the state, usu-
ally run a couple of 
hours and provide an 
opportunity for our 
membership to gather 
and discuss what hap-
pened this year, look 
forward to the issues of 
the next legislative 
session and focus on 
emerging issues im-
pacting counties. All 
meetings begin with a 
meal served at 6:30 
p.m. local time, pro-
vided by the associa-
tion. Folks usually ar-

rive a little earlier to 
network and socialize. 
The dates and loca-
tions for these meet-
ings are listed below.  
State legislators are 
also invited to these 
meetings and we have 
heard from several 
that are planning to 
attend.  This is an ex-
cellent time for them 
to hear the views of 
county government 
officials from their dis-
trict.   We will also hear 
a brief presentation 
from the staff of the 
TN State Collaborative 
on Reforming Educa-
tion.  This initiative, 
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Regional Meeting Schedule 
 
8/25: Volunteer State Community College  

8/27: Paris Landing State Park 

9/01: Jonesborough Visitors Center 

9/02: Knoxville City County Building 

9/03: Leslie Towne Center, Cookeville 

9/08: UT Ag Extension Building, Jackson 

9/10: Holiday Inn Mountain View, Cleveland 

9/17: Henry Horton State Park 

Contact Us: 
 
TCCA 
226 Capitol Boulevard Bldg 
Suite 700 
Nashville, TN 37219-1896 
 
Office: 615.532.3767 
Fax: 615.532.3769 
Cell: 615.440.3959 
 
tcca.connor@tncounties.org 
tcsa.holland@tncounties.org 

TCCA Board of Directors 
 
• Wallace Austin: President 

• James Westbrook 

• Houston Naron 

• Mureleane Steinbuck 

• Ronnie Raper 

• Scott Gillenwaters 

• James “Buddy” King 

• Ann Bankston 

• Richard Medley 

• Bob Barnwell 

• Paul Mathenia 

• Alan Burchfiel 

• Charles Byrd 

• Warren Mackey 

• Thomas “Tank” Strickland 

• Jim Forkum 

• Steve Mulroy 

• Ralph Puckett 

• John Salmon 

• Johnnie Wheeler 

• Phil King 

• Greg Adkins 

• Johnny Joe Dower 

• James Whitehorn 
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CTAS Summarizes the 2009 Legislative Session 
is compiled into a pub-
lication called the In-
dex of Acts. The 2009 
Index of Acts is now 
on the Legislative In-
formation page of the 
CTAS website that can 
be found by clicking 

here. These are basic 
summaries intended to 
give county officials 
notice of changes in 
the laws that affect 
their offices.   

Every year, the legal 
staff at the UT County 
Technical Assistance 
Service summarizes all 
legislation (both public 
and private acts) that 
relates to county gov-
ernment. This material 
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New Loan Program for School Construction 
Notice was distributed 
July 30th by the State 
Comptroller's Office 
that the Tennessee 
State School Bond Au-
thority (TSSBA) has 
approved a new pro-
gram that will provide 
low- or no-interest 
loans of up to $20 mil-
lion for school systems 
to build new schools or 
to rehabilitate or repair 
existing ones. These 
loans will be made 
from the proceeds of 
Qualified School Con-
struction Bonds issued 
by the TSSBA. These 
bonds were created by 

the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009. The total 
bonding authority 
available to Tennessee 
for 2009 is $184.6 mil-
lion. Other than a por-
tion of the funds which 
have been allocated to 
Memphis and Nashville, 
eligibility is not de-
pendent on size or 
poverty levels. The 
bulk of the funds are 
available for all other 
Tennessee school sys-
tems through a com-
petitive process admin-
istered by TSSBA with 
assistance from the TN 

Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental 
Relations. There is a 
short turn around on 
this process. The dead-
line for applications is 
4:30 p.m. on August 
21, 2009. Instructions 
and application criteria 
are available on the 
TCCA website.  It is 
expected that applica-
tions will be reviewed 
and approved in Sep-
tember with the bonds 
sold the last week in 
October.  For more in-
formation on this pro-
gram, click here. 

  

Rural Technology Assistance Grants 
The Tennessee De-
partment of Economic 
and Community De-
velopment has an-
nounced a program of 
Rural Technology As-
sistance Grants. These 
funds are to be used 
for programs and ser-
vices that increase 
technology usage and/
or availability in rural 
counties.  For the pur-

pose of this program, 
rural counties are de-
fined as those where 
all municipal popula-
tions are less than 
20,000.  The deadline 
for applications for a 
New Initiatives Grant 
Class is 4:30 p.m. 
September 10, 
2009.  This program 
will allocate $1.5 mil-
lion through competi-

tive grants for initia-
tives that address the 
expansion of broad-
band connectivity, de-
crease K-12 student to 
computer ratios or ex-
pand rural distance 
learning opportuni-
ties.  More information 
about eligible pro-
grams, the grant re-
view process, and 
funding priorities is 

available.  If you 
are interested, 
please contact our 
office at 
615.532.3767 or 
email us at 
tcca.connor@tnco
unties.org. 
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