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Special Session on Education Continues — K-12 reforms Enacted

TCCA Board of Directors Last week, the General Assembly re-convened in regular session then quickly adjourned into a spe-
cial session to focus primarily on education issues. The first week the legislature spent most of its
®  James Westbrook, President | time on K-12 issues, as the state was facing a January 19 deadline for sending in a “Race to the Top’
grant application to the Federal Government. Only those reforms enacted and in place by the 19th
could be included in the application. According to Governor Bredesen, one principal area of weak-
ness in Tennessee’s application related to the use and availability of student performance data in the
®  Mureleane Steinbuck, Sec. teacher evaluation process. To correct this weakness, Bredesen introduced legislation in the special
®  Ronnie Raper session that comprehensively revised the teacher evaluation process and proposed other reforms
related to persistently struggling schools. Tennessee is requesting a grant of approximately $485

’

o Troy Beets, President-Elect

o Houston Naron, Treasurer

®  Scott Gillenwaters

o James “Buddy” King million to advance reforms around four specific areas:

®  Ann Bankston *Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college and the work

®  Richard Medley place and to compete in the global economy;

*Building data systems that measure student growth and success, and inform teachers and principals
about how they can improve instruction;

*Recruiting, developing, rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals, especially

®  Alan Burchfiel where they are needed most; and

(] Bob Barnwell

(] Paul Mathenia

®  Charles Byrd *Turning around our lowest-achieving schools.
®  Warren Mackey

One theme that was repeated in speeches by the Governor and in testimony by Department of
®  Thomas “Tank” Strickland

Education officials before committees was that these additional federal dollars would not be used to
®  Jim Forkum create on-going liabilities that would continue after the grant period. In other words, the additional
e  Steve Mulroy federal dollars would be spent on innovative short term reforms and fixes that do not require con-
tinued funding from the state or local governments after the program is over. The TCCA board

Ralph Puck
* R heard information about the K-12 proposals and discussed them on January |3, the second day of

2 el sEinE the special session. After consideration, the board resolved to support the initiatives with the un-
®  Johnnie Wheeler derstanding that the legislation did not create new on-going costs for counties. Late Friday evening,
e PhilKing the House and Senate passed the K-12 initiative and adjourned for the holiday weekend. With that

legislation in place, the state finalized its grant application. It is expected that finalists for Race to
the Top grants will be announced in March, with the final award coming in April. For more informa-
®  Greg Adkins tion on the “Race to the Top” grant program, visit http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/

¢  Johnny Joe Dower index.html

®  James Whitehorn

(] Wallace Austin
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Voter Confidence Delay Passed by Senate

In a brief session last Tuesday, the Senate took up one controversial issue before adjourning to the
special session. The Senate considered and then passed legislation to delay the implementation of

the Voter Confidence Act to 2012. The House passed legislation to delay implementation last year, i
but the Senate fell one vote short of passing the bill on the last day of session in 2009. After lengthy
discussion and debate and consideration of several amendments, the Senate voted 22-10 to delay = =

implementation of the act to the 2012 election cycle. The legislation will now go to the Governor
for his consideration. This was an issue of concern to many county governments and was discussed

extensively at regional meetings of the TN County Commissioners Association last fall.

Update on State Finances

The state’s fiscal year continues its trend of negative tax revenue growth, with tax collections

falling below budgeted estimates again in December. State revenue collections for the month — @
reflecting November retail sales activity - were $766.7 million, which is $54.2 million less than the Q‘
state budgeted. This represented the |19th consecutive month of negative sales tax growth. Sales

tax collections were $16.6 million less than the estimate for December. The December growth I ‘
rate was negative 2.88%. The bulk of December under-collections were in franchise and excise

tax collections which were $29.5 million below the budgeted estimate of $143.8 million. Gasoline
and motor fuel collections for December decreased by 2.70% and were $4.3 million below the
budgeted estimate of $66.7 million. Year-to-date collections for the first five months of the
budget year were $169 million less than the budgeted estimate. For the full report, click here or

visit the State Comptroller’s website at: http://www.state.tn.us/comptroller/.

Registration Open For County Government Day; Meeting to Be Held March 23-24

Registration for County Government Day, being co-sponsored again on March 23-24 by the County Officials Associa-
tion of Tennessee and the Tennessee County Services Association, is now open. County officials are asked to register
now for the meeting, which has become an annual event aimed at providing them with front-row seats to the |06th
General Assembly, which reconvened earlier this month on January 12. Hotel accommodations at the Nashville
Sheraton Downtown traditionally sell out quickly for the meeting, so county officials are being asked to contact the
hotel directly for reservations. Neither COAT nor TCSA is responsible for making hotel arrangements for county
officials. Contact the host Sheraton Nashville Downtown by calling (615) 259-2000. Additionally, officials should com-
plete the registration form attached here and return it to TCSA-COAT. The meeting begins on Tuesday, March 23,
with an afternoon of membership meetings for the various COAT and TCSA affiliate associations. The following
morning, the meeting will conclude immediately following a breakfast and general session for all delegates. Afterwards,
officials will adjourn the two-day meeting and head toward the Legislative Plaza on their own for meetings with legisla-
tors and legislative committees. To register with TCSA or COAT for the conference, send the attached registration

form to: Debbie Blanchard, 226 Capitol Blvd., Ste. 700, Nashville, TN 37219.
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